[Modern supplying concepts--what has been achieved with medical supplying centers].
In the first quarter of this year, the number of medical supplying centers rose from around 50 to 126, and in September 2005, 192 medical supplying centers existed in Germany. These medical supplying centers predominantly include working groups of physician communities. The number of medical supplying centers with working groups in hospitals will continue to increase. A medical establishment wave is however not expected. The investment and initial costs represent a high risk. Established physicians often feel a medical supplying center as competition. The hospital must consider the effects on the number of patients being referred as a carrier medical supplying center therefore compellingly. The medical supplying center extends the forms of the ambulatory care. They cannot guarantee complete covering supply. The establishment of medical supplying centers does not have recognizable effects on the problem of a lack of physicians in the new states of the Federal Republic.